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A total of 72 people fr om 45 dif fer ent UK and EU
or ganisa tions a ttended, repr esenting local, regional and
centr al g over nment, the pri vate and not-f or-pr ofit
sector s , tr aining or ganisa tions , comm unity g roups and
man y other s. Getting suc h a di ver se g roup of
or ganisa tions  to gether in one r oom w as an
ac hie vement in itself !

We gained valuable input from a knowledgeable and enthusiastic group, and had a
welcome chance to meet established contacts as well as develop new relationships.

In particular, thanks go to Councillor Clare Whelan and to Valerie Shawcross for
lending their valuable support, and to our headline speakers, Chris Coggins, Ben
Metz, and Nadine Collins for their excellent contributions. Thanks also to the
speakers, facilitators, assistants and participants in our three lively workshops.

We are going to produce a full event report in the near future, with transcripts of the
presentations and an analysis of the workshops, but below are a few key points and
comments.

WEEE Solutions f or Local Authorities

Potential problems for Local Authorities included an increase in fly-tipping and
implications for Civic Amenity sites. Solutions considered improvements to CA sites
and developing opportunities through partnership with the commercial and not-for-
profit sectors.

Suppor ting IT User s in the Comm unity

Problems identified included lack of resources and knowledge, and the need for a
central point of communication. It was felt that organisations often found themselves
working in competition, and would benefit from better co-ordination and partnership
working.

Business Guide f or IT R efurbisher s

Potential problems examined included the changing legislative environment, the
need for accreditation and the ever decreasing price of new equipment. Business
support and the role for local Government to encourage re-use and recycling were
discussed.

A full event report and details of our future plans will appear on our web-site soon,
and we'll be delivering our dissemination programme of service evaluations, guides
and reports over the autumn.

Thanks to e ver yone f or making
our da y suc h a success!

www .r ealise-it.or g
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